The pig as an animal model for experimentation on the temporomandibular articular complex.
A macroscopic study of the so-called temporomandibular joint of omnivorous mammals (pigs), carnivores (dogs and cats), rodents (rabbits and rats), and herbivores (cows, sheep, and goats) revealed the existence of two left and right temporomandibular articular complexes, each made up of a condylomeniscal and a meniscotemporal joint on either side, as in human beings. In all cases there is a combination of a condylar joint and a reciprocally fitting one. We conclude that the pig is the experimental animal model that most closely resembles human beings for the study of the cited articular structures.